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morethan
on-lookers

By Grant Sherlock

WAS it an
unidentified

flying
objectin the nightsky overTulkaor
is therea more simple

explanation?

That is the question that UFO
ResearchSouth Australia is trying
to answerfollowinga reportof a
strange formationof lightsin the
sky duringthe Tulka wildfire.

A resident from the Port Lincoln

areais so
convinced

whattheysaw
duringthe Tulkafiresis worth
investigating

they wrote to UFORSA
to reportthe sighting.

"Whatthey saw was
essentially

a
formationof what appearedto be
lightsover a bushfire,"UFORSA
memberAlan Jonessaid.

"We'retryingto get a clearerpicture

of what happened."

The fires swept throughTulka,
SA Waterlandat UleyBasinand
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the LincolnNationalPark in early
February,blackeningmore than
13,000 hectares.

UFORSAis callingon anyone

who saw anythingunusualduring
the firesto contactthem.

"We'retryingto get any reportsof
anythingunusualin the area,"Mr
Jonessaid.

"If we only get other people's

reportsof seeing somethingin the
sky the bestwe coulddo is contact

themand get somesortof
direction

(it was
travellingin)."

"Youget as much
evidence

as you
can, (collect)the evidenceand come
to somesortof

conclusion

- at this
stageit'squiteearlytimes."

UFORSAhas declinedto release
specificdetailsof the reportedsighting

in the hopeof avoidingcopycat

reportsbut it is hopingotherswill
be ableto verifythe earlierreport.

Mr Jones said UFORSAwould
searchfor logicalexplanations

for

the sighting.

"The fact it's
unidentifieddoesn't

meanit's-exoticit may evenbe
somethingmundane,"Mr Jones
said.

"At the timetherewerefiresin
the areaso thatcouldhavebeen
reflections

off a cloud.

"It'scommonin thatpeopledo see
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lightsin thesky.
"(But)it'snot commonin the

(form)that was there,I haven't
experiencedthat beforein South
Australia."
As part of its

investigation

UFORSAplansto contactthe Port
Lincolnairportand emergencyservice

agenciesto assessair trafficin
the areaat the timeof the

sightings.

"Thisis one thingwe haven'tdone
at thisstage,"Mr Jonessaid.

For thosethinkingthe lightsmay
simply have been firefighting aircraft

CountryFire Serviceregional
commanderNeil Ellis said while
numerousaircraftwere used during
the day whilethe fireswerebeing
foughtno aircraftwere used at
night.

"We certainlydidn'toperateany
aerial operations

at nighttime,"Mr
Ellissaid.

Mr Ellisalsosaidhe had not
heardreportsof strangelightsin
the sky fromof any of the

firefighters

who battledthe blaze.

Whateverthe responseUFORSA
is hopingthe truthis out there.

UFORSAis lookingfor reportsof
anything unusualin the area about
the timeof the fire,including

strangesightings or noises,unusual

radio or televisioninterference or
strangeodours.

Peoplecan writeto UFORSAat
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Athol,5084- all repliesare in
confidence.


